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describes it as being about 30 li, or 5 miles, to the north of
new E^jagriha. This distance and direction also correspond
with the position of Baragaon, if the distance be measured
from the most northerly point of the old ramparts. Lastly,
in two inscriptions, which I discovered on the spot, the place
itself is called Nalanda.
Fa-Hi an makes Nalanda the birthplace of Sariputra, who
was the right-hand disciple of Buddha ; but this statement
is not quite correct, as we learn from the more detailed account
of Hwen Thsang that Sariputra was born at Kalapinaka,
about halfway between Nalanda and Indra-Sila-Guha, or
about 4 miles to the south-east of the former place. Nalanda
has also been called the birthplace of Maha Mogalina, who
was the lefthand disciple of Buddha; but this is not quite
correct, as the great Mogalana. according to Hwen Thsang,
was born at Kulika. 8 or 9 H (less than 1J mile) to the south-
west of Nalanda. This place I was able to identify with a
ruined mound near Jagdispur, at 1J mile to the south-west
of the ruins of Baragaon.
The remains at Baragaon consist of numerous masses of
brick ruins, amongst which the most conspicuous is a row of
lofty conical mounds running north and south. These high
mounds are the remains of gigantic temples attached to the
famous monastery of Nalanda. The great monastery itself
can be readily traced by the square patches of cultivation,
amongst a long mass of brick ruins, 1600 feet by 400 feet.
These open spaces show the positions of the courtyards of
the six smaller monasteries which are described by Hwen
Thsang as being situated within one enclosure forming alto-
gether eight courts. Five of the six monasteries were built
by five consecutive princes of the same family, and the sixth
by their successor, who is called king of Central India.
To the south of the monastery there was a tank in which
the dragon or Ndga, Mlanda, was said to dwell, and the place
was accordingly named after him, Ndlanda. There still exists